All Councillors are summoned to a

BURTON OVERY PARISH COUNCIL ZOOM MEETING

on Tuesday 20t October at 7.30 p.m.

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend this meeting. This meeting may be recorded, filmed or broadcast
without prior notice to the Parish Council, provided that such activity does not impede the conduct or business of the
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meeting.

Apologies for absence

Questions from members of the public

Declarations of Members interests

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 15t September.
Matters arising and not on the agenda

To consider any emergency Covid 19 information & measures that have arisen between meetings
Council asset safety checks — to receive safety check reports and agree any action necessary
Planning — to consider

a. Ref. No: 20/01515/TCA — Wheatridge, Main Street

b. Ref. No: 20/01572/FUL - Land OS 9798 0203 0001 Carlton Lane

Planning decisions — to note
a. Ref. No: 20/01175/LBC - The Old Rectory, Rectory End — Approved

b. Ref. No: 20/01308/TCA - Land Off Beadswell Lane - Approved

Finances
a. Payments to agree — Dog waste collection and Clerk’s net salary and PAYE (October)

b. On-line bank statement to note payments to Clerk (net salary August — late payment), Zoom (Virtual

Meeting Pro), HMRC (PAYE August), Clerk (home working allowance — April to September), Amazon (printer
paper), Plusnet (broadband), Astley Computers (annual cloud storage), Clerk (net pay September) &

unexplained debit which has been queried. To note bank receipt (HDC precept). Appendix A
c. Quarterly Bank Reconciliation — to approve Appendix B
d. Budget Report Half year — to receive Appendix C

e. Draft budget — to discuss additional needs to be addressed

Council contingency planning
a. To consider vulnerabilities
b. Recruitment of Clerk — to receive update and discuss next steps

Website Accessibility — to receive a summary of training received and to consider the draft review procedure
Appendix D

Biodiversity

a. To receive report from Biodiversity training

b. To consider proposals for Wild Flower Verges (WFV) and to agree next steps Appendix E

Items for the next Agenda — draft budget, recruitment of Clerk

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 17" November — to confirm



Members of the public and press are welcome to attend this meeting. This meeting may be recorded, filmed or broadcast
without prior notice to the Parish Council, provided that such activity does not impede the conduct or business of the meeting.

All appendices may be seen on the website or by application to the Clerk.

This meeting will be held online using Zoom. To join the Zoom Meeting from an internet enabled device —

Join Zoom Meeting

Topic: Full Parish Council Meeting
Time: Oct 20, 2020 07:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8328353948?pwd=dVJoWDJ0djVXRU10SGFkbDVEQOcvdz09

Meeting ID: 832 835 3948
Passcode: 7JPRyq

One tap mobile
+442034815237,,83283539484#,,,,,,0#,,572636# United Kingdom
+442034815240,,83283539484#,,,,,,0#,,572636# United Kingdom

Dial by your location
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
+44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom
+44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom
+44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom
Meeting ID: 832 835 3948
Passcode: 572636
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbMfdOu6H9

Kate Barker

Clerk to the Council 15.10.20
Tel 07827 797125 www.burtonoverypc.org.uk
Email: clerk@burtonoverypc.org.uk



14/10/2020

Lloyds Bank - Print Friendly Statement

LLOYDS BANK ’Rz\\

Treasurers Account Statement

Burton Overy Parish Council  Sort code 30-94-97 Account number 00228552
BIC: LOYDGB21029  IBAN: GB19 LOYD 3094 9700 2285 52

SPRINGSIDE HOUSE
SCOTLAND LANE
BURTON OVERY
LEICESTER
LEICESTERSHIRE
LE8 9DR

The data shown on your statement was correct at the time of printing. Please remember, this isn't an official bank copy.

Printed: 14 October 2020

Please check your statement. If you think that something looks incorrect, please call us on 0345 072 5555 Monday to Friday, 7:00am -

8:00pm; Saturday, 9:00am - 2:00pm (+44 (0) 1733 347 338, from outside the UK). Or Textphone 0345 601 6909.

Date
30 Sep 20

28 Sep 20

28 Sep 20

28 Sep 20
28 Sep 20

18 Sep 20

18 Sep 20

09 Sep 20
07 Sep 20

03 Sep 20

Description
BAUER CONSUMER MED 300000070710

KATE BARKER 400000000659928861 SEPTEMBER PAY
070116 10 28SEP20 17:21

ASTLEY COMPUTERS 200000000653259246 INVOICE
AC-BO0003 205269 10 28SEP20 17:20

PNET3122091-1 PNET3122091-1
Amazon.co.uk*M5016 CD 7323 26SEP20

KATE BARKER 500000000651214728 HOME WORKING
ALLOW 070116 10 18SEP20 16:52

HMRC - ACCOUNTS OF 500000000651214088
475PZ005539732105 083210 10 18SEP20 16:51

HARBOROUGH DC
ZOOM.GBP CD 7323 05SEP20

KATE BARKER 600000000644831431 AUGUST 2020
SALARY 070116 10 03SEP20 11:55

Type
DD

FPO

FPO

DD
DEB

FPO

FPO

BGC
DEB

FPO

In (£)

5132.50

out (£)
1.10

211.27

120.00

30.00
8.98

104.00

52.80

14.39

211.27

Balance (£)
5514.33

5515.43

5726.70

5846.70
5876.70

5885.68

5989.68

6042.48
909.98

924.37

Lloyds Bank plc Registered Office: 25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England and Wales no. 2065. Telephone: 0207

626 1500.

Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation
Authority under Registration Number 119278.

Eligible deposits with us are protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS). We are covered by the Financial
Ombudsman Service (FOS). Please note that due to FSCS and FOS eligibility criteria not all business customers will be covered. For

further information about the compensation provided by the FSCS, refer to the FSCS website at www.FSCS.org.uk/.

https://securebusiness.lloydsbank.co.uk/business/link/lp_print_statement_PrintView?Inkcmd=PrintView&amp;targetid=printable&urluid=16026869...  1/1



BURTON OVERY PARISH COUNCIL - Appendix B

Bank Reconciliation as at 28th September 2020

Current a/c (Treasurers) 00228552

Balance as at 29.06.20
Receipts - Precept

Transfer from Instant Access Acct

Less payments per book
Less cleared cheques from 29.06.20

Current a/c balance as per statement

Bus Instant Access a/c 07249083

Balance as at end of last statement
Receipts - Interest
Less transfer to Treasurer's Acct

Balance carried forward as per bank statement

Signature

£
4,521.46
5,132.50
500.00
10,153.96

4,638.53
0.00

5,515.43

5,515.43

5,534.50
0.43
500.00
5,034.93

5,034.93

Date 20.10.20



Burton Overy Parish Council - Expenditure vs Budget 2020-21

Appendix C
Item 2020-21 2020-21 2020-21
Expenditure to
Budget date excl VAT - Notes
Quarter 2
£ £
Asset maintenace 127
Audit - internal 170
Broadband provision 300 150.00
Clerk's salary - net plus PAYE 3169 1.531.62
Clerk's homeworking allowance 208 104.00
Communuity resilience 50
Defibrillator 65
Dog waste collection 380 175.65
Expenses - election 100
Expenses - general incl data protection reg. 235 62.93
Grants & donations - to local proiects / aroups (S.137) 250
Insurance — Public Liability 330 330.00
IT- provision & support 120
IT - cloud backup 125 120.00
IT - web support & domain name management 350
IT - webmail addresses 125
Parish plan work 50
Room hire — Village Hall 120
Street Lighting - electricity & maintenance 650
Street lighting - LED retrofitting repayment 2811 2,811.40
Subscriptions - LRALC, NALC, SLCC. ALCC & CPRE 330 152.33
Training 200 50.00
Use of reserves 0
Total budaeted expenditure 102§| 5.487.93
In-vear expenditure against the Reserve 2020-21 |
| Notional Allocation Aareed Spent
Clerk's working from home second installment 2019-20 104.00]|Aareed 2019-20 expenditure paid late
Zoom Pro - virtual meetings 119.90 47.96|Aareed 19.05.20. expenditure until May 21 if necessary
Additional insurance costs 8.40 8.40[Agreed 16.06.20
Total in-vear expenditure aaainst the reserve 128.30 160.36
Total in-vear expenditurel I 5.648.29I
Notes
Section 137 2020-21 Allocation Adareed Spent Notes
(228 x 8.12) 1,851.36
Charges to S.137 200.00 0.00|Up to £200 agreed for VE Day celebration 11.02.20
Total 1851.36 200.00




Burton Overy Parish Council - Expenditure vs Budget 2020-21

Appendix Cii
Reserves (excl VAT refunds)
£
Funds in bank accounts at 31st March 2020 5,638.67
Receipts to date Precept 10,265.00
Total 15,903.67
Projected Reserves to year end
Less budgeted expenditure to date 5,487.93
Less expenditure agreed 2019-20 - clerk's homeworking 104.00
Less remaining budget commitments 2020-21 4,777.07
Less agreed additional in year expenditure which has been spent 56.36
Less agreed additional in year expenditure which has not yet been spent 71.94
Less agreed expenditure which has not yet been spent - Climate change mtg 200.00
- VE Day grant 500.00
11,197.30
Total 4,706.37




Website Accessibility - Summary of training — Appendix D

The new legislation requires the website, and all websites of public bodies to meet
the needs of those users with disabilities that include: auditory, neurological, speech,
cognitive, physical and visual.

| have checked a lot of the website with the WAVE accessibility checker
https://wave.webaim.org/ and there are no obvious errors. However, this checker does
not check individual documents. | would advise all councillors to take a look so that
they are familiar with it. It's easy to see the initial report — less easy to know what to
do about the alerts etc, not all of which are bad. They can simply highlight structural
elements in the page.

Anything produced after September 2018 by the council or paid for by the council
(i.e. Neighbourhood Plan) should be compliant. Our current N. Plan was produced in
March 2018 but any revisions made in the future will require the whole document to
be made compliant. There is no legal requirement for third party documents to
comply, so these may need to separated out.

Uploaded documents in pdf format are only as good as the source documents. We
use the up to date Microsoft suite for producing documents and built into this is an
accessibility checker. All future documents produced for the website should be
checked before conversion and uploading. Any website compliance work undertaken
by a developer will not look at document compliance, this is the responsibility of the
council.

Word text documents should be ok but text tables (they should only be numerical)
and spreadsheets might be a problem. Embedded images are also a problem but we
don’t do this.

Good practice is to post plain text to accompany any promotional poster etc given to
us by a third party — we tend to do this already and use the poster as an attachment.

All links should be descriptive, again we tend to do this.

This is the biggest single change to website structures but any costs involved in
doing this work cannot be regarded as a disproportionate burden to the council as
the law was flagged up two years ago and councils have had two budget cycles
since then. The training recommended that the budget for website upgrades and
ongoing maintenance be increased in future budget cycles. Budget planning simply
on the basis of computer replacement was not likely to be enough.

Some councils have involved residents with different accessibility needs to be
involved in the process of assessing the accessibility of the website.

Draft Review Procedure

e Establish procedure to check all documents before uploading

e Check all tables/ spreadsheets comply.

e Set aregular website review schedule — every 3 months was suggested.

e Check all photos to ensure textural descriptive tags in place.

e Review budget for website upgrades & ongoing maintenance

e Consider the involvement of residents with different accessibility needs in the
process.



M Leicestershire
County Council

Leicestershire County Council
Wildflower Verge Agreement

1. Leicestershire County Council will only accept requests from a parish,
town, borough or district council (the ‘Applicant’).

2. Any member of the public, individual or organisation requesting a
wildflower verge shall be directed to the relevant local organisation that
would be regarded as a legitimate applicant.

3. The Applicant shall submit a request to Leicestershire County Council’s
Customer Service Centre. CustomerServices@leics.gov.uk Or
CSCParishes@leics.gov.uk

4. The request will only be granted if all of the following criteria are met:

(@) The proposed location:

i) does not compromise safety or unreasonably hinder the
passage of highway users

ii) shall not obstruct junction sight lines;

iii) is on highway land (for insurance and liability reasons)

iv) is not at a junction with known history of accidents or on a
sharp/severe bend.

(b) The Applicant commits to meeting the cost of purchasing the
wildflower seeds if appropriate-

(d) The Applicant confirms that it has consulted with the owners of all
neighbouring properties within the vicinity of the proposed location
(outside and opposite) and obtains their agreement to a wildflower
verge being placed there so that there are no objections to the
proposed location.

(e) The Applicant is able to evidence that it has obtained all such
property owners’ agreement

5. The County Team in the Highway Management Group will assess the
proposed wildflower verge location to ensure that:

(a) the aforementioned criteria have been met in full;

(b) the proposed location does not compromise access to any public
utility apparatus above or below ground;

(c) benéefit will be gained by highway user from any such provision.

6. The Applicant will be entirely responsible for any health and safety

requirements when seeding the wildflowers. You will need to ensure you
have your own public liability insurance in place-

1|Page



H Leicestershire APPENDIX 1
County Council
WILDFLOWER VERGE REQUEST

NOTE TO APPLICANT (i.e. the relevant parish, town, borough or district council).

Please complete a copy of this form for each location request. The form should then be
emailed to CPCParishes@leics.gov.uk . Multiple request forms can be sent under one
email.

1. Name of Applicant:

2. Address of Applicant:

3. Council the Applicant is acting on behalf of:

4. Contact details: (a) Telephone No.
(b) Email address:

5. Proposed Location

a) Road name:
b) Town:
c) Location:

d) Applicant’s checklist

Please complete the following checklist:

Please state
YES or NO

The proposed location will not compromise safety or
unreasonably hinder the passage of highway users

The proposed location does not obstruct junction sight lines

2|Page




The proposed location is on highway land

The proposed location can be directly accessed

The proposed location is not at a junction with known history of
accidents or on a sharp/severe bend

The owners of all neighbouring properties within the vicinity of
the proposed location (outside and opposite) agree to a wild
flower verge / change of grass cutting regime being at the
proposed location and there are no objections.

6. Neighbourhood Notification

The following property owners have been consulted and agree to wildflower
meadow verge being grown at the above stated location

Name Address Date Signed

7. Agreement

Onbehalfof ... , | agree that the above criteria have
been met, neighbours have been consulted.

Name:

Signed:

Dated:

3|Page




Office Use Only Date Received
HMS Number
e Proposed site meets criteria
e Proposed location acceptable
e Contact made with parish/town/borough/district council

4|Page



A different approach to managing
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Foreword

“Throughout the spring and summer the wild
flowers of our country roads and lanes delight all
who walk or drive them — or rather one would think
that they delight everyone, but this is clearly not
entirely so because each year, at the height of their
glory, mile upon mile of them are ruthlessly cut.”
John Burton, Country Life, 1973.

Taking a different approach

Plantlife’s vision for Britain’s road verges

is one where all verges are managed for
wildlife as a matter of course, restoring and
expanding flower-rich habitats along our
road network. This will ensure the survival
and natural spread of both common and rare
species, for their own sake, for the sake of
the wildlife they support and environmental
benefits they bring, and to enhance

the contact with nature experienced

by users of Britain’s road network.

We know that verges are under considerable
pressure. Priorities for safety and
access, along with budget constraints
and difficulties with the collection of
litter and grass clippings all mean that
enhancing their wildlife value is often
low on the list. But we believe that the
adoption of a few basic principles can
significantly improve the biodiversity on
our verges, bringing benefits for wildlife,
for us and for future generations.

The good verge guide
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The diversity of road verges...
Our rich and varied verges

There are two main types of road verge in the UK:

Enclosed verges are separated from neighbouring land by a fence,
hedge or wall. These verges require specific management — usually
cutting —in order to maintain their wildlife interest. They are the most
common type of verge in the lowlands, but also occur in upland areas.

Unenclosed verges are not separated from neighbouring farmland
by any boundary and their management generally comes from grazing
livestock that wander onto the verge. They occur in lowland areas where
roads pass through heathland, moorland and across common land, but
are most frequent in upland and mountainous areas.

Our verges are as diverse as the countryside they pass through:

Lowland grassy verges are the most widespread and are found throughout the UK. A good
example will be home to meadow flowers such as cowslips, oxeye daisy, scabious, clovers, vetches,
knapweed and meadow crane’s-bill. Flowery and exuberant, they can support magnificent displays
of orchids, especially the various spotted and marsh orchid species, but also pyramidal and early
purple orchids. Thanks to the infertile soil the sward is thin and short, with delicate grasses like
sweet vernal grass, quaking grass and crested dog’s-tail allowing plenty of room for other

flowers to grow. On the best verges that are cut later in the year, yellow rattle also helps

to keep the grass down.

Upland grassy verges, found in Wales, northern England and Scotland, are
often wetter and more acidic than their lowland counterparts, sometimes
resembling rare upland hay meadows. Devil’s-bit scabious is characteristic,
along with wood crane’s-bill, bistort and melancholy thistle, and these
verges can support large populations of heath spotted orchid and northern
marsh orchid. Such verges tend to grow more slowly and are usually cut late
in the year, although unenclosed verges are often grazed by livestock from
surrounding hills and moorland.

Damp verges and ditches can be found at all altitudes and provide a different type of floral
display. In the lowlands the vegetation can grow quite tall and lush — almost like a fen in character
- with ragged-Robin, meadowsweet and purple loosestrife interspersed between rushes and

reeds. In the ditches themselves, deeper-water plants can thrive, such as yellow iris and hemlock
water-dropwort. On poorer soils in western areas damp verges can be home to rush-pasture (rhés
pasture), characterised by rushes, whorled caraway, lesser spearwort and sneezewort. By contrast,
the wettest verges in the uplands and the far north-west of Scotland can even resemble bogs,

with mounds of sphagnum moss home to insectivorous sundews and butterworts along with bog
asphodel and cottongrass.

The good verge guide 5



Heathy verges are found on dry, poor soils in lowland areas of England
and Wales where roads pass though areas of heathland, or more widely in

upland areas of the UK; they’re especially common in Scotland where roads
often pass through areas of unenclosed moorland. Such verges can provide

colourful displays of heather (ling) and bell heather, along with gorse and

bilberry (blaeberry),

and flowers including tormentil, heath bedstraw and

sheep’s-bit scabious. Since their growth is quite slow, these verges are not

cut annually; they're usually unenclosed and are often grazed by livestock

from surrounding land.

Wooded verges can be simply magical in spring, with flamboyant displays
of woodland flowers along shaded leafy lanes under a canopy of leaves.
Primroses, bluebells, celandines, wood anemone, ramsons, greater stitchwort
and violets all herald the arrival of spring, along with early purple orchid
nestled amongst the ferns. Later, foxgloves and red campion continue the
show, and in a few places in the west rarer bastard balm and spreading
bellflower can be found. Grasses tend to grow thinly in the shade, so if
cutting is needed it’s usually done in June and July when the spring

flowers have set their seed.

The diversity of our verge flora is
staggering. Over 700 species of
wild flower are known to grow on
verges somewhere in the UK, that’s
45% of our entire flora. This vast
palette allows some remarkable
pictures to be painted, with plants
coming together in a myriad of
combinations that lend local

character and identity to our verges:

Sunken lanes in Devon with
bluebells, bastard balm, wood
anemones and ferns

Dry, grassy verges in eastern
Scotland with maiden pink, hoary
cinquefoil, knotted clover and
meadow saxifrage

Chalk downland verges on
Salisbury plain with pyramidal
orchids, thyme and squinancywort

Upland verges in mid Wales with
wood bitter-vetch, butterfly orchids
and heath bedstraw

Clay-rich verges in East Anglia with
sulphur clover, crested cow-wheat
and dyer’s greenweed

Limestone verges in the Yorkshire
Dales with bistort, wood crane’s-bill
and lady’s mantles

Damp heathland verges in
western Scotland with butterworts,
cottongrass and sphagnum mosses

The good verge guide



Road verge winners and losers

The last few decades have seen huge changes in our road verge flora.
These have been driven mainly by changes in the way we cut and
manage verge habitats and the increasing fertility of roadside soils.
Some species have done well, thriving and spreading, while others have
suffered, disappearing from view.

One noticeable trend is that, with the move to earlier and earlier cutting
in spring, we’re erasing summer from our verges. Only plants that
flower early have a chance to set seed before the mowers arrive. As a
result, some spring flowers are thriving and spreading, but summer-
flowering plants — many of which typify our beautiful meadows —are
disappearing. This isn’t just bad news for flowers, it is bad news for the
bees, beetles, butterflies and birds that rely on plants for food.

In addition, vigorous perennial plants and

some invasive introductions are better at surviving the
tough roadside conditions we’ve created, so these are
increasing at the expense of more delicate species.

Here are a few road verge winners and losers.

[
Wln n e r S Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris).
XX ] Although loved by many, especially when roads are

garlanded with delicate white lace in May, this can be an
invasive native perennial when nitrogen levels are high.
It has undergone an explosion in abundance on our

Cuckooflower (Cardamine verges, where it relishes the increasingly fertile soils.
pratensis), cowslip (Primula veris), It reproduces vigorously by vegetative spread and
garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) doesn’t need to set seed to survive, so it can spread in
and celandine (Ficaria vesca). the face of early mowing, out-competing many other

roadside flowers.

All these early spring-flowering species
put on fantastic displays on many verges.

They set their seed quickly — within just Three-cornered garlic (Allium

a few weeks —and are therefore able to
spread before the first cut. While bluebell
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) does well on
some verges, its seeds take longer to ripen
and rarely have a chance to be spread

before the mowers arrive.

triquetrum).

This highly invasive non-native bulb
produces white flowers in spring and
was introduced into Britain from the
Mediterranean, first escaping from
gardens in 1849. It's spreading rapidly
along road verges and is now found from
Land’s End to Orkney, being especially
abundant in south-west England, south-
east England and around the Welsh
coast. Like other invasive arrivals such
as montbretia (C. x crocosmiiflora)

and hybrid bluebell (Hyacinthoides x
massartiana), it forms dense colonies that
can out-compete our native flora.

The good verge guide



Losers...

Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
and eyebrights (Euphrasia spp).

These summer-flowering annuals are
classic meadow species, but they need

to set seed every year in order to survive.
Early spring cutting has all but eradicated
them from verges, which is ironic as they
could be the saviours of our verge flowers
and help control the growth of grass (see
‘Yellow rattle’ on page 16).

White campion (Silene latifolia).

Once common and widespread on our
verges, this summer-flowering perennial
is short-lived and relies on new plants
regularly growing from seed. Like many
other summer-flowering meadow
perennials, such as field scabious
(Knautia arvensis), betony (Betonica
officinalis) and knapweed (Centaurea
nigra), it's becoming rarer on verges, with
consequences for pollinating insects.

White campion (Silene latifolia)
Illustration by Andrew Evans

Man orchid (Aceras anthropophorum), greater
butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha),
green-winged orchid (Orchis morio) and frog
orchid (Coeloglosswum viride).

While these orchids flower in early summer, like most of
the 25 orchid species on our roadsides their seed pods
take weeks to fully ripen. Early cutting destroys them
and the hundreds of thousands of seeds they contain.

As a result these orchids are now rare on verges, except
those that are properly managed.
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Verges past and future

In the 1980s, a chalk verge in Hampshire supported
all sorts of wonderful downland flowers like wild
marjoram, pyramidal orchid, greater knapweed, wild
basil, blue fleabane and salad burnet. Returning

to the same spot today is dispiriting. Most of these
species have gone —just tough old greater knapweed
remains — and the verges are now dominated by
robust grasses, cow parsley and hogweed.

Q: What happened?

A: We changed the way
we manage verges...

Originally, trackways and byways were used to
move livestock between fields and farms, whilst
ancient droveways took livestock longer distances
to market. Along with the horses that were used to
pull carriages and carts, these animals grazed the
verges as they passed. This kept the grass under
control and encouraged the growth of wild flowers.

Particularly wide verges were treated like meadows,
scythed in summer to provide a crop of hay; such
verges can still be seen in some rural areas and are
still used by traveller communities to tether and graze
their animals as they have done so for generations.

Gradually though, with the rise of the petrol engine
and decline in livestock using the tracks, these routes
were tarmacked. Without grazing animals to keep the
vegetation in check, roads were allocated a ‘linesman’
whose job it was to keep the verges cut, dig out drainage
ditches and trim hedges in a particular area. However,
in the 1950s, this labour-intensive practice declined,
along with the traditional skills that went with it. The
task of roadside maintenance was gradually passed
on to landowners, local councils and authorities who
(apart from a thankfully brief interest in the use of
growth-suppressing chemicals in the 1970s) turned
increasingly to mechanisation to do the job.

Today, mowers are almost always used to cut our
verges. Cheap and easy to operate, they can be used
repeatedly to cut verges throughout the year at low
cost. Deprived of the opportunity to set seed, flowers
have disappeared as a result. The mowings left behind
are hard to remove, so it’s left and builds up a thick,
suppressing thatch that rots down and enriches the soil.

There is also an unseen threat to our roadside flora.
Vehicle exhausts are one of the main sources of
nitrous oxides (NOx), atmospheric pollutants that
also affect our own health. Evidence now shows that
these nitrogen-rich compounds are fertilising our
countryside, with many declines in flowerings, mosses
and liverworts being attributed to this fertiliser
rain’. Delicate species of low-fertility soils, such as
harebell and small scabious, are being shouldered
aside by larger, more nutrient-demanding species
like cock’s-foot grass and creeping thistle.

It’s a perfect storm. With nitrogen from vehicle exhausts
landing directly on verges, fertilising the soil, and mowers
preventing flowers from setting seed, our roadside flora
has changed beyond all recognition in a lifetime.

Road verge nature reserves

Valiant efforts have been made to protect some of the
best remaining stretches of flower-rich verge. Locally,
some councils and conservation groups — notably The
Wildlife Trusts — have identified many Road Verge
Nature Reserves (RVNRs) to ensure good management.
These can be spectacularly successful —reserves set up
in Powys, Kent, Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Oxfordshire
are still in superb condition after many years and
protect and enhance much of the diversity they aimed
to protect, despite increased nitrogen deposition. In
Norfolk, a RVNR has even been identified as the counties’
flagship Coronation Meadow thanks to its thriving
population of sulphur clover and dyer’s greenweed.

However, relatively few councils or local authorities

run such schemes and, when funding becomes limited
or commitment wanes through changing personnel,
management of RVNRs can lapse and diversity can
quickly be lost. This type of approach also places our
attention on very small stretches of verge, sometimes
as little as 0.07% of the total road network in a
county. With these sections under increased protection,
it can foster a feeling that the rest of the verge network
can be abandoned. However, we need to be much

more ambitious than this. It’s only through improved
management of the wider road verge network that
substantial conservation gains can be made, especially
in terms of habitat connectivity and genuine benefits
for plants, for the wildlife they support and for people.

The good verge guide



Plantlife’s road verge
management guidelines

...we want to achieve

The primary aim of our Road Verge Campaign is to bring good
management to as much of the rural road network as possible.
We want to:

Maximise flowering plant diversity on our verges, recognising that
nearly 45% of our native flora grows on road verges.

Maximise subsequent benefits for invertebrates and other wildlife
through provision of food plant resources, including nectar and pollen.

Produce practical guidelines that can be easily undertaken
by landowners, councils and local authorities on as many
verges as possible.

Keep roads safe for motorists, recognising that verges along sight-lines
and around junctions are a priority and need to be cut regularly.

These guidelines are based on a review of grassland, meadow
and verge management, especially long-term studies that
investigate the effects of cutting dates on vegetation'?. These
show two interesting things:

Firstly, early cutting dates reduce floral diversity over time. Deprived
of an opportunity to seed, early cutting encourages the vigorous growth
of robust, long-lived species that are more likely to spread vegetatively.

Secondly, late cutting dates also reduce floral diversity over time. If
cutting is delayed too late in the season, this encourages the build-up of
a thick ‘thatch’ of dead and dying vegetation forming a mat over the soil.
Again, this encourages the growth of more vigorous species that don’t
rely on open soil for seed to germinate, as many of our wild flowers do.
Even worse is no cutting at all; if grasslands and verges are left uncut
even for just one year their composition begins to change and species
begin to decline. Basically?, grassy verges are very sensitive to changes
in management and there appears to be a narrow window of opportunity
each year — from mid-July until the end of September — when cutting
helps to maximise species diversity.

1 Humbert, J-Y, Pellet J, Buri, P & Arlettaz R (2012). Does delaying the first mowing date benefit biodiversity in
meadowland? Environmental Evidence 1:9.

2 Parr TW, Way JM (1988). Management of roadside vegetation: the long-term effects of cutting. J Appl Ecol,
25:1073-1087.

3  Csergd, AM, Demeter, L., Turkington, R. (2013). Declining Diversity in Abandoned Grasslands of the Carpathian
Mountains: Do Dominant Species Matter? PLoS One http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3754964/
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Plantlife’s road verge
management guidelines

Our principle aim, therefore, is to delay the first cutting
date of lowland grassy verges from early spring until late
summer. The first cut should be undertaken in a period between
mid-July and the end of September, when seeds have been shed. The
exact date depends on local conditions, as determined by latitude and
altitude. Typically it will be around mid-July in southern England and
south Wales, August in the English midlands and lowland mid-north
Wales, and September in upland England, Wales and most of Scotland.

Developing this sort of management guidance is never straightforward.
As well as the challenge of producing general guidance for such a diverse
collection of habitats, the realities of day-to-day road verge management
that local authorities must deal with have to be taken into account. There
are, for example, priorities for driver safety and pedestrian access, the
realities of severe budget constraints, the practical difficulties associated
with the collection of grass clippings and litter and negotiating
programmes of work with contractors. Guidelines therefore have to

be as straightforward and practical as possible; if they're complicated
and difficult to undertake they’ll almost certainly be ignored.

Four main principles lie behind our guidelines:

1

Annual management is essential on
enclosed verges. Some form of verge
management is essential to maintain flower-
rich habitats. Without regular management,
studies have shown that most grassland flowers
disappear rapidly. Even if the grass is left

uncut for a single year, coarser vegetation will
start to become more dominant. Over time,
uncut verges turn into scrub and woodland.

Grow, flower, seed, mow. Plants need to complete
their full life cycle each year —i.e. allowed to grow,
flower and set seed — in order to thrive. Generally,
most flowers take roughly 6 to 8 weeks from
flowering to successfully shed viable seed. Cutting
plants down in full flower deprives invertebrates
of nectar and pollen and stops plants reproducing
from seed. Regular and early cutting quickly
eliminates some species, such as yellow rattle,
which can even help keep grasses under control.

3

/,

Remove the cuttings. Removal of grass
clippings plays a major role in maintaining
species-tich vegetation on verges, curbing

the growth of vigorous plants that smother
their neighbours and helping to reduce soil
nutrient levels. It also removes the ‘thatch’ of
dead vegetation, exposing underlying soil and
giving seeds room to germinate. Although very
difficult to do in practice, some councils are
investigating the use of clippings as biofuel,
making the practice economically viable.

Mixing it up. Different plants, insects and animals
require different ecological conditions, so verges
with a diversity of open areas, scrub and woodland
will support more species. A mixture of long and
short grass will also benefit invertebrates. Leaving
a strip of longer, uncut grass at the back of the
verge can is especially helpful for invertebrates,

as long as it can be cut on a rotation every 2-3
years. Even if the whole width of the verge is cut,
some long grass is usually left standing at the
back of the verge, providing essential habitat.

The good verge guide
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management guidelines

We have developed two main management prescriptions.

The first (A. Basic road verge management) is aimed at
all enclosed grassy verges in the lowlands, regardless
of current condition. The second (B. Enhanced road
verge management) is aimed at sections of verge

that are still rich in wild flowers, such as Road Verge
Nature Reserves. We have also provided advice on the
management of other types of road verge habitats.

A

Basic road verge management
for enclosed, grassy verges

The following should be undertaken on all enclosed
grassy road verges (apart from those areas, such as junctions,

where safety is a priority)

If only one cut is possible:

Cut the full width of the verge once a year, between
mid-July and the end of September. This allows plants to
flower and, importantly, gives time for seed to be set.

If more cuts are required, do one of the following:

Cut the full width of the verge between mid-July and the
end of September. Then cut once more before Christmas.
This is the ideal option to conserve and enhance wild
flowers, as it mimics the pattern of traditional meadow
management.

Or...
Cut the full width of the verge as early as possible, during
February and March. This is before most verge plants
flower and it won’t disturb ground-nesting birds. Cut
the full verge again during September and October. This
slightly later date for the second cut allows plants that
were cut earlier in the year sufficient time to flower and
set seed.

If it is not practical or desirable to cut the whole
width of the verge:

On large verges, cut a 1 metre strip at the edge of the
verge as early as possible — during February and March.
This allows grass at the back of the verge to grow
longer, providing a diversity of habitat that is especially
important for invertebrates.

Or...
On small verges of less than 1 metre, leave some sections
uncut, for example 100-metre sections every 200 metres.

In both these cases, cut the full width of the verge during
September and October.

The good verge guide
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management guidelines

B

for grassy verges

Enhanced road verge management

A full or even partial survey of the wildlife interests of a network of verges can be very
useful in determining their nature conservation value and determine management
priorities. Those identified as being of medium or high quality, depending on the
type of vegetation and diversity of species present, should receive more careful

management as follows:

Typical meadow-type verges: To maintain a typical
meadow-type verge (e.g. grassland around knee-height
with cowslip, buttercups, oxeye daisy, knapweeds,
crane’s-bills, orchids), cut the full width of the verge twice
a year between mid-July and Christmas. Generally, the
later the first cut the better, as it allows more species

to shed their seed, especially orchids; on verges of low
fertility and high diversity the first cut can be delayed

to mid-October, with another cut if necessary before
Christmas. See also ‘collection of clippings’ on the right.

Short, flower-rich grassy verges: On dry soils (e.g. chalk
grassland) and in coastal situations with short species-
rich grassland that reaches around ankle height, frequent
cutting can take place up until April and commence again
from the end of August. This avoids the main flowering
period from mid-May through to the end of August and
will help develop a short flower-rich turf with clovers,
trefoils, self-heal and other small species. These verges
can provide a long continuity of flowers that are valuable
for bees and other insects.

Damp verges: Many plants of damp and wet soils, like
purple-loosestrife, meadowsweet and hemp-agrimony,
tend to grow at a slower rate through the year and flower
slightly later than typical road verge flora. Damp verges
in upland areas, with Devil’s-bit scabious and melancholy
thistle, will also flower later in the year. Cutting times for
such verges should be adjusted accordingly, delaying the
cut by about a month until seed has been set.

Collection of clippings: On all grassy verges of wildlife
importance, it is very beneficial to gather and remove
grass cuttings, either by hand or by use of suitable cut-
and-collect machinery. This will reduce the build-up of
organic material (a thatch of cut grass), keep nutrient
levels low, and ensure plenty of bare ground for plants
to regenerate from seed. Studies have shown this to be a
major factor in maintaining verge biodiversity. Cuttings
from wildflower-rich verges can be used as green hay to
benefit other local verges, meadows or grasslands.

Rare species: Where a verge has a species of special
interest (for example, exceptional vegetation or a rare
flower or insect), specialist advice should be sought
regarding the most appropriate management regime.
Such verges may be singled out by the Highways Agency,
the County or Parish Council, or the local Wildlife Trust as
Road Verge Nature Reserves (RVNRs) or as County Wildlife
Sites (depending on county).

The good verge guide
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management guidelines

C

verge habitats

Unenclosed road verges: Where verges are not
separated from the surrounding countryside by a

fence, hedge or wall, they will be grazed by livestock
wandering from the land around. Usually, they do

not need any additional management. In upland

areas, such verges don’t grow as vigorously, but in the
absence of grazing grassy verges may require a cut
every 3-5 years, ideally in September. Changes in the
management of surrounding farmland and habitats (for
example undergrazing of heathland commons in lowland
England and Wales), can affect the vegetation of verges
and, if the change is deleterious, should be tackled as
part of the management of the habitat as a whole.

Ditches: These are very important components of
the verge, providing both essential drainage and
opportunities for wildlife. Often, they are enriched
with silt and nitrogen washed from the road’s surface
and from neighbouring farmland. As a result, they
can grow luxuriantly but, being at the back of the
verge, generally don’t pose a problem for road safety.
They should be maintained reqularly by digging

out; deposition of the spoil on the surrounding

verge is generally not a problem and can actually

be beneficial, providing bare soil for germination.

Management of other

Woodland and shaded verges: Verges rich in early-
spring flowering woodland species, such as primrose,
bluebell, wood anemone and ransoms, often have a thin
growth of grass and don’t usually need cutting very
often; a late summer cut, though, is very helpful to keep
woody plants like brambles, holly and sapling trees
under control. Such verges should not be cut between the
end of January and mid-July to allow early spring flowers
to grow and set seed. Steep, shaded lanesides and

hedge banks should be treated in the same way. It is not
usually necessary to collect clippings if the grass is thin.

Hedgerows, scrub and woodland: On larger verges,
areas of woodland and scrub at the back of the verge
should be retained, as these will provide valuable
habitats for birds and other wildlife. These should

be managed by cutting on a rotation of up to 10
years. Hedgerows also provide important shelter
and should be maintained on a rotational basis. Any
cut material should be removed from the verge.

Herbicides: Wherever possible, eliminate the general
use of herbicides. Their use encourages the development
of vigorous, rank vegetation and a vicious cycle of
spraying can develop, where costly herbicides are used
repeatedly to control the same weeds again and again.
They do, however, have a role to play in the control

of invasive native and non-native species, notifiable
weeds and for treating the stumps of cut trees and
shrubs where alternative techniques are ineffective.

The good verge guide
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Benefits for bees, butterflies and beetles

As Sir David Attenborough puts it,

“plants capture energy from the
sun and all life on land, directly or
indirectly, depends on them”

If we get the plants right, all other wildlife has

a chance of thriving. Road verges are essential
refuges for the wild flowers that support our
wildlife and their value in the fight to conserve
bees, butterflies and beetles cannot be
underestimated. Thankfully, this contribution is
now being recognised; several national pollinator
plans and strategies have targets to bring back
colour to our verges.

But plants provide invertebrates with a wide
range of resources. While the current focus

is firmly on providing nectar and pollen for
declining pollinators, especially bees, it’s
worth remembering that there is very much
more to the relationship between plants

and invertebrates. The most critical role

that plants play from an invertebrate point
of view is as a source of food: caterpillars of
moths and butterflies, aphids, grubs, weevils,
grasshoppers, mites, gall wasps, shield bugs,
sawflies — the list of invertebrates that feed on
living and dead plant material is enormous.

The top 10 road verge flowers that support the highest
numbers of invertebrates are:
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Bird’s-foot trefoil - Lotus corniculatus (160 species supported)
Yarrow - Achillea millefolium (141 species)

Red clover - Trifolium pratense (115 species)

Dandelion - Taraxacum officinale (107 species)

Ragwort - Senecio jacobaea (107 species)

Lady’s bedstraw - Galium verum (101 species)

Hedge bedstraw - Galium mollugo (100 species)

White clover - Trifolium repens (98 species)

Meadowsweet - Filipendula ulmaria (91 species)

Oxeye daisy - Leucanthemum vulgare (85 species)

The good verge guide

You can see that, even if only a small
number of flowering plant species can be
encouraged to grow on verges, the potential
benefits are huge. And if the insects return,
so does the wildlife that feeds on them, all
the way to the top of the food chain.

Our main aims when managing road
verges for invertebrates are:

® Increase native plant diversity to provide the
maximum range of food plants, including
pollen and nectar

No cutting between May and the end of
September as this destroys food plants,
flowers, eggs and larvae

® Provide a diverse vegetation structure,
including short and long grass, and areas of
scrub to provide shelter and roosting sites

Our road verge management guidelines have
been produced with invertebrates in mind. A
balance has to be reached, though because, for
many species, it is very beneficial to leave areas
of uncut grass — standing vegetation is used

by many overwintering invertebrates. However,
leaving verges uncut rapidly leads to plant
species loss —in as little as one year — and this is
highly detrimental to overall biodiversity. While
our advice is to “cut the full width of the verge”,
in reality standing vegetation is normally left at
the back of the verge and around scrub, providing
valuable shelter.

We must also be mindful of the need to keep

the wild in wildflower. While ‘pictoral meadows’
‘pollinator mixtures’ (often with many non-
native species) provide a quick-fix for pollinators,
they do very little to support the huge numbers
of invertebrates that feed on native meadow
flowers. They're also expensive to buy and grow,
needing considerable contractor time. If we want
a sustainable and long-term future for our bees,
butterflies and beetles, we should instead be
using natural seeding techniques to bring back
the flowers to our verges.
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Yellow rattle

nature’s own lawnmower

This special wild flower
has the potential to be
a major player in the
future of our grassy
verges. It does three
essential jobs:

® Reduces the growth of grass

by up to 60%; as a result,
verges do not need to be cut
so early and so often, with
consequent savings on the
verge mowing budget.

Opens up the grass sward,
creating room for other wild
flowers to grow; there is a direct

i Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
il Illustration by Andrew Evans

correlation between the number
of yellow rattle plants and the
number and diversity of other
flowers in flower-rich grasslands.

® With less grass growth each
year, the need to remove
clippings is reduced and
soil fertility remains lower.

So,it’'sa .
win-win sttuation.

Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor) is a semi-parasitic
annual. Each spring the seeds germinate and, as the roots
grow, they tap into those of the grasses growing around
them. Water and nutrients are drawn from the grasses,
considerably reducing their vigour and allowing other
more delicate meadow flowers to thrive in their place. The
yellow flowers are followed by many inflated seed pods,
which rattle with seeds when they are ripe. In the past,
this sound was often used by farmers as a sign that the
hay was ready to cut.

Seed collected from local sources — such as wildflower
meadows — can be sown in late summer after the first cut
of grass has taken place and the verge has been scarified.
Once a verge has been inoculated with yellow rattle, no
more additional work is needed; it will spread rapidly, but
only if the verge is not cut until after seed has been
set, usually from mid-July onwards. As long as seed is
produced, this will fall naturally into the verge and ensure
more yellow rattle next year. The early mowing of verges
is a primary reason yellow rattle has been lost from

many verges.

Trials are now underway in England and Wales to
assess the effectiveness of yellow rattle as a means
of controlling the grass.

The good verge guide i
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Verges and the law

Road verges are not afforded any
legal protection in the UK. The way
they are managed is entirely down
to their owners and those authorities
charged with their maintenance and
upkeep. This means that there is

no control over the way verges are
managed. The only exceptions are
where a specially protected species
—one listed under Schedule 8 the
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
—grows on a verge. This includes
plants such as lizard orchid, Deptford
pink and meadow clary. Such species
cannot legally be ‘destroyed’ if they
grow on a verge or any other habitat.

Roads and road verges are managed
by the relevant designated highway
authority, typically as follows:

NATIONAL ROADS: motorways and
trunk A roads are managed by
Highways England, the North and
Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency and
the South Wales Trunk Road Agency,
Transport Scotland and Transport NI.

COUNTY ROADS: in rural areas,
usually managed by the council
or local authority that has

been designated the highway
authority, though parish councils
may undertake additional verge
cutting within communities
under delegated schemes.

The Countryside and Rights of

Way Act 2000 places a duty on
government departments and
public authorities in England and
Wales to show regard for conserving
biodiversity in all their actions.

In particular, this regard must be
shown on public authority managed
land, including roads and verges.

In 2015, Highways England
produced a new plan to protect
and increase biodiversity on the
motorway and trunk road verges
of England. This lists 5 broad
outcomes to measure progress
and the agency will be working
closely with partner organisations
to help deliver the plan.

The Welsh Assembly Government
published its 10-year Trunk Road
Estate Biodiversity Action Plan
(TREBAP) in January 2004. This set
actions and targets for 2014, made
links with relevant species and
habitat Biodiversity Action Plans,
and aimed to raise awareness of the
biodiversity interest of the trunk road
and motorway network. An updated
plan does not appear to be available.

In Scotland, the Nature Conservation
Act (2004) places a duty on Transport
Scotland, as a public body to ‘further
the conservation of biodiversity in
exercising its functions’; see here

for more information. Furthermore,
the Landscape and Ecosystems
objective seeks a landscape level
outcome in which, “Organisms can
move, feed, reproduce and disperse
effectively, and are better able to
adapt to changing circumstances

of land use and climate change”.

Currently, there is no published plan
that specifies the management

of biodiversity on road verges in
Northern Ireland. The Biodiversity
Strategy for Northern Ireland to
2020 has a stated mission “To
make progress towards halting
overall biodiversity loss, establish
an ecosystem approach and help
business and society in general
have a greater understanding of the
benefits that nature can bring to
everyday life in Northern Ireland”

The good verge guide
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We are Plantlife

Wild flowers and plants play a fundamental role
for wildlife, and their colour and character light up
our landscapes. But without our help, this priceless
natural heritage is in danger of being lost.

Plantlife is the charity that speaks up for our wild
plants, lichens and fungi. From the open spaces of
our nature reserves to the corridors of government,
we’re here to raise their profile, to celebrate their
beauty and to protect their future.

Join us in enjoying the very best
that nature has to offer

Britain’s countryside
Save it with flowers




Leicestershire
County Council

URBAN WILDLIFE VERGES

In response to public interest, Leicestershire County Council is offering Parish, Town,
Borough, and District Councils the opportunity to turn urban roadside verges into
dedicated wildflower verges.

. This opportunity is a chance for your community to
come together and collectively contribute your efforts
to improve biodiversity and increase the aesthetic
appeal of your area.

How Do I Start the Process?

If a council wishes to create a wildflower verge, they must submit a request to
Leicestershire County Council;

e We can only accept requests from a Parish, Town, Borough, or District
Council. Any individuals or organisations will need to contact their local
council and have them submit a request to be considered.

e All requests must be made via our Customer Service Centre
(customerservices@leics.gov.uk or CSCParishes@leics.gov.uk).

e Documents, such as maps and photos, confirming the proposed location for a
verge need to be provided in addition to recording the location on the
required paperwork.

e An introductory meeting will be arranged to be held on the prospective site
with an employee from Leicestershire County Council. The purpose of this
meeting will be to determine whether the location is appropriate to be turned
into a wildflower verge.

What Criteria Needs to Be Met?

In order to grant a request, the location proposed for the wildflower verge must
meet the following criteria:

e Chosen area must be on LCC highway land.

e Within the 30/40mph speed limit.

e Cannot compromise the safety of, or unreasonably hinder, the passage of
highway users.




e Shall not obstruct junction sight lines.

e Consultations need to be made with any of the affected properties within the
vicinity of the verge.

e Co-ordinate with the plans of any statutory undertakers that have assets
within the area.

e Area must to be directly accessible.

What Are the Costs?

As with everything there might be costs incurred, if the local council decides to
proceed with the opportunity. They must be prepared to potentially pay for:

e The cost of purchasing the wildflower seeds where appropriate

e Regular maintenance of the wildflower verge, i.e. weeding, re-
seeding, and any desired cutting.

e Applicants will be entirely responsible for any health and safety
requirements being fulfilled. This includes the purchase of the correct
Personal Protective Equipment for volunteers to wear while working
on the verge.

e Public liability insurance must be in place to the recommended value
to allow for work on the verge.

What Are the Restrictions?

e This opportunity is a wildflower process, meaning that it grants permission for
wildflower seeding only. It does not allow for the planting of bulbs or for
digging into the verge. A request of the latter type is for a License to Cultivate
which is a difference procedure.

e Not all grass verges can be converted in to wildflower verges. The suitability
of a proposed wildflower verge location will be determined by a member of
the County Council during the site visit.

Any further questions please make contact:-

customerservices@leics.gov.uk or CSCParishes@leics.gov.uk




